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2017 CRAFT AWARDS 
BRINGING YOU THE CONTEMPORARY EDGE ON CRAFT PRACTICE 
 
The annual selection of Craft Award recipients presents accomplished and dedicated 
practitioners in the field of craft and design. From makers that create innovative and 
exceptional work to curators, administrators, writers and volunteers who support the craft 
community, each award recipient is recognized as an important contributor to 
contemporary craft practice. 

 
We invite you to apply today, and to attend the 2017 Craft Awards Ceremony, taking place 
on Thursday, October 12, 2017, 6 – 8 pm at the Craft Ontario Gallery (1106 Queen Street 
West, Toronto), where we will celebrate the achievements of those deserving recognition 
for their expertise and ingenuity. 
 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2017, 11:59 PM EDT 

Craft Ontario is pleased to announce that the 2017 Craft Awards Program is has eighteen 
awards open for application, totaling over $19,000. Below you will find a list of awards, along 
with descriptions outlining conditions and requirements. 

Each award has its own parameters for submission. Please read the eligibility and application 
requirements carefully before choosing which awards to apply for. Some awards are 
media-specific, while others are delineated according to career level: 

EMERGING: This category is for emerging makers and is reserved for those in the early 
years of their professional careers who may still be undertaking undergraduate or graduate 
studies and have a small exhibition record. 

§ You must have less than 5 years of professional practice to apply for awards in this 
category. 

MID-CAREER: This category is for crafts professionals in mid-career and includes those past 
the early stages of their career who have produced a reasonable body of work and may 
have a fair degree of public exposure.  

§ You must have 5 to 10 years of professional practice to apply to this category. 

ESTABLISHED: This category is for established craft professionals and includes those with an 
extensive body of work and with a history of national and international exhibitions and/or 
those who have achieved a wide degree of recognition.  

§ You must have at least 10 years of professional practice in order to apply to this 
category. 
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Craft Ontario Volunteer Committee  
Mid-Career Award for Excellence 
	$2,500 
 
Eligibility: Mid-Career  
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
§ A 100 - 200 word description of past achievements and plans for future 

directions in pursuing a career as a craftsperson.  
 

Description:  
This award is intended to recognize a mid-career craft professional for quality of work 
and professional accomplishments.  
 
The Volunteer Committee’s history goes back to the early 1930’s, when a dynamic 
group of men and women founded the Handicrafts Association of Canada. This group 
arranged to create an area dedicated to selling fine craft in Eaton’s flagship College 
Street Store, which evolved into today’s Craft Ontario Shop. The Volunteer Committee 
is the reason that the Craft Awards Program exists today, as they worked to create an 
annual program for professional craftspeople at a time when few such awards existed. 
The Volunteer Committee’s awards continue to support emerging, mid-career and 
established professionals, and hundreds of craftspeople have benefitted from the 
Committee’s efforts over the years. 

 
 
 

 
Craft Ontario Volunteer Committee Award 
2 available at $2,000 each 
 
Eligibility: Open  
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
§ Study plan of 100 – 200 words. 
§ A valid letter of acceptance. 

 
Description:  
The Craft Ontario Volunteer Committee Scholarship is awarded to a craftsperson for 
further study in their respective craft discipline. 
 



 
 

CRAFT	ONTARIO	AWARDS	PROGRAM	-	Page 3 of 9 	
	

 
 
Craft Ontario Volunteer Committee  
Emerging Professional Award  
$2,000 
 
Eligibility: Emerging 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
§ Studio development plan of 100 words or less which details items to be 

purchased/ leased and their cost. If the award does not cover the total expense, 
the candidate must indicate how the balance will be funded. The award will be 
based on confirmed estimates up to a maximum of $1,500, and a signed work 
order/invoice will be required prior to the release of funds.  

 
Description:  
This award is intended to enable craftspeople that are in their first 5 years of 
professional practice to establish or expand their studio and/or facilities. Candidates must 
have a full-time practice in Ontario. The award is to be applied to the cost of securing a 
lease, leasehold improvements and/or acquisition of equipment. 

 
 
 

 
 
Craft Ontario Volunteer Committee  
Undergraduate Award 
$2,000 
	 
Eligibility: Emerging 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
§ A study plan of 100 - 200 words. 

 
Description:  
The Craft Ontario Volunteer Committee Undergraduate Scholarship is awarded to 
undergraduate students in a craft program to continue their study in their respective 
discipline. 
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Kent and Doug Farndale Award of Excellence 
$1,000 
 
Eligibility: Established 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
 
Description:  
Generously sponsored by Kent and Doug Farndale in 2017, this award recognizes 
excellence in all craft–related media, and is open to established Craft Ontario members. 
As long-time supporters of Craft Ontario, Kent and Doug have been active in many 
aspects of the organization, from Committee and Board service to fundraising and 
promoting member work.  

 
 
 
 
 
Helen Copeland Memorial Award in Ceramics 
$1,000 
 
Eligibility: Ceramics, all career levels 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
§ A 100 – 200 word description of community involvement. 

 
Description:  
Established by family and friends in memory of Toronto potter Helen Copeland, this 
award recognizes excellence in ceramics and is open to artists at all career levels.	 In 
reflection of Helen’s exceptional contributions to the community through her work as 
an organizer, preference will be given to those candidates who demonstrate a high level 
of involvement in the crafts community. 
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Helen Frances Gregor Award 
$1,000 
	 
Eligibility: Textiles, all career levels 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
§ A study plan of 100 - 200 words. 

 
Description:  
Established by family, friends and colleagues, this scholarship celebrates the life of Helen 
Frances Gregor, an internationally renowned textile artist and teacher. It is awarded 
annually to provide funds for a fibre artist to pursue further study or further 
development of their body of work. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
James H. McPherson Award in Woodworking 
$1,000 
 
Eligibility: Woodworking, all career levels 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
 
Description:  
Established by family, this award is in memory of woodworker James H. McPherson (St. 
Thomas, ON). The award recognizes excellence in woodworking, especially in lathe and 
inlay work. 
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Pattie Walker Memorial Award  
in Architectural Glass  
$1,000 
 
Eligibility: Glass: appliqué, stained glass, sandblasting, glass painting, acid etching, leaded 
work and/or dalle de verre, all career levels 

 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
 
Description:  
Established by friends and family in memory of glass artist Pattie Walker (1948 – 2012), 
this award recognizes excellence in glass and is open to artists at all career levels. The 
award seeks to support those that work in architectural glass, reflecting Pattie’s 
commitment to the medium:  “Making art is about making contact. I strive to create art 
pieces and environments that will animate and energize space. And connect viewers to 
the radiant force of light."	
	

 
 

 
 
 

Lily Yung Memorial Award 
$1,000 
 
Eligibility: Established 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
 
Description:  
Established in 2011 by family, fans and friends, this award honours the memory of Lily 
Yung, whose unflagging energy and creativity as a mentor, innovator and advocate was 
so influential in shaping a contemporary craft discourse. Open to artists in any craft 
discipline, this award acknowledges excellence and innovation in craft as demonstrated 
by an established professional.  
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Bruce Cochrane Ceramic Talent Award 
$500 
 
Eligibility: Ceramics, Mid-career 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
§ Statement of Community Involvement, 100 – 200 words. 

 
Description: 
Established by colleagues and peers in recognition of Bruce’s long-standing commitment 
to the field of ceramics, this award recognizes a ceramicist with a maximum of 10 years 
of experience after formal training. The recipient will be one who is actively involved in 
a studio practice, marketing and exhibiting their work on a regular basis. They must 
demonstrate participation within the craft community through activities such as 
workshops, lectures, volunteer work and membership. 

 
 
 
 
FUSION Design Award 
$500 (Membership and Conference Registration) 
 
Eligibility: Ceramics, Glass, all career levels 
 

Application requirements:  
§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 

 
Description: 
The FUSION Design Award was established in 2002, and recognizes excellence in design. 
The Design Award is a 1-year FUSION Membership plus admission to a conference event 
within the next three years. FUSION grew out of the Ontario Potters' Association, which 
was incorporated in 1975, and evolved into the Ontario Clay and Glass Association (1985). 
“The mission of the association shall be to encourage and promote excellence and quality 
in clay and glass, provide opportunities for fellowship and a sense of community 
involvement, provide continuing education resources for members and people interested 
in clay and glass and to reach out, demonstrating tolerance, caring, and acceptance for 
the diverse aspects of expression in clay and glass." 
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Don McKinley Award for Excellence in Wood 
$500 
 
Eligibility: Woodworking, Emerging 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
 
Description:  
This award honours the late Don McKinley, acclaimed woodworker, former president of 
the Ontario Woodworkers' Association and long-time faculty member at Sheridan 
College, School of Crafts and Design. This award was established in 1986 by the Ontario 
Woodworkers' Association to recognize excellence in design. It is awarded annually to a 
woodworking student studying at one of Craft Ontario’s affiliated educational institutions. 
 
 

 

 
 
Mary Diamond Butts Award  
in Embroidery and Needlecraft 
$500  
	 
Eligibility: Textiles, Mid-Career or Established 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
§ A study plan of 100 - 200 words. 

 
Description:  
Established by family in memory of embroiderer Mary Diamond Butts (London, ON), this 
scholarship recognizes excellence in embroidery and needlecraft by providing assistance 
to either pursue self-directed study (for example, the cost of books or travel), or to 
participate in an established course of study. Candidates must practice either hand or 
machine embroidery or another form of needlecraft that is executed by means of a 
threaded needle. In reflection of the fact that Mary Diamond Butts was over 40 when 
she embarked on her studies in embroidery, preference will be given to mature 
candidates. 
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The Pottery Supply House Clay or Glass Supply Grant 
$500 
	 
Eligibility: Ceramics or Glass, Emerging 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
 
Description:  
PSH The Pottery Supply House provides funds for students or emerging craft 
professionals to purchase equipment and/or materials to establish their studios. 

 

 
Tuckers Pottery Supplies Ltd. Clay Supply Grant 
$500 
	 
Eligibility: Ceramics, Emerging 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
 
Description:  
Tuckers Pottery Supplies Ltd. provides funds for students or emerging craft professionals 
to purchase equipment and/or materials to establish their studios. 

 

 
Lacy West Supplies. Ltd. Jewellery Supply Grant 
$200 
	 
Eligibility: Jewellery, Emerging 
 
Application requirements:  

§ Completed application and supporting documents forms. 
 
Description:			  
Lacy and Co. Ltd. Supply provides funds for students or emerging craft professionals to 
purchase equipment and/or materials to establish their studios. 
 
 

	


